Howgate Community Council
Minutes of Meeting held at Howgate Village Hall

19 April 2012 
Present: Karen O’Hanlon [Chair] (KO’H), Colin Bennett (CB), Graham Young (GY), Adrian FitzGerald (AF)
Also in attendance (part): Community Sergeant Michele Lindsay.
1. Apologies: None received
2. Minutes of December meeting: proposed by CB; seconded by GY. 
3. Matters arising from February meeting:
(a) Netherton planning applications (low density housing) – Councillor Brown had received assurances from Planning that the proposals comply with Guidance.
(b) Milkhall Road: No signs yet of any repairs being undertaken.
4. Community Policing Update: Community Sergeant Michele Lindsay summarised recorded crime in Penicuik/Howgate area.  Checks have been undertaken twice for speeding through Howgate resulting in 1 charge, 2 warnings and 1 fixed penalty. Speed monitoring will be maintained.

Offences in Penicuik have included a “slip-in” and shoplifting.

Effort has been put into raising awareness of the need to protect sheep and lambs from dogs.

The police would be happy to attend the Howgate Market to undertake bike marking.
5. Mount Lothian Wind Farm: A request has been received from Wind Prospect, the prospective developer, for HCC and the other four community councils potentially affected to nominate representatives for a dedicated group which would meet with the developer on a bi-monthly basis. HCC has reservations about joining such a group given the implicit support for the development that this might convey at this early stage. HCC is also wary that the inevitable focus on community benefits will detract from consideration of the key planning issues. It was agreed that HCC would indicate that it is prepared to send two representatives to a one-off, fact-finding meeting in order to get an updated picture of the development proposals.
KO’H has also received a call regarding the prospective turbine development at Lamancha and requesting that HCC might meet with other community councils to discuss the proposals. Again, it was agreed that HCC would be prepared to send two representatives to a one-off meeting.
6. Planning for AGM: Ian Johnson, Midlothian Council’s Head of Planning and Development has agreed to attend. Roseview, Fallhills and wind farms were identified as possible discussion points. CB and AF will give thought to specific questions ahead of the AGM.
It was agreed that non-alcoholic refreshments will be provided.

The agenda will need to make provision for AF and CB to be confirmed as HCC members.

KO’H will circulate a draft AGM agenda 

7. Standing items

(a) Correspondence – KOH has circulated various emails including:
· Letter received regarding Mont Lothian wind farm (see above)
· Information on community health partnership

An invitation has also been received for representation at the official Midlothian service of celebration for the Diamond Jubilee. GY has agreed to attend.

(b) Planning – no new applications have been lodged. It was noted that the application for a new dwellinghouse at 14 Howgate has been withdrawn.

(c) HCC Funds. Unchanged at £385.20.  Unaudited accounts have been drawn up ahead of the AGM.
8. AOB:

GY suggested, and other members agreed, that an honorarium might be granted to KO’H in recognition of her hard work over the past four years (such awards are made by Penicuik). KO’H suggested that she would be disinclined to accept such an award.
It was additionally recognised that a provision would need to be included in the Constitution if such awards are to be considered. It was agreed that the issue should be added to the AGM agenda and a possible amendment to the constitution drafted prior to the AGM.

9. Date of next meeting: 17 May 2012 (AGM)
