Howgate Community Council
Minutes of Meeting held at Howgate Village Hall

21 June 2012 
Present: Karen O’Hanlon [Chair] (KO’H), Colin Bennett (CB), Adrian FitzGerald (AF)
Also in attendance: Community Sergeant Michele Lindsay, Councillor D. Rosie
1. Apologies: Councillor Wallace
2. Minutes of April meeting: proposed by CB; seconded by KO’H. 
3. Matters arising :
All covered by agenda items
4. Community Policing Update: Community Sergeant Michele Lindsay summarised recorded crime in Penicuik/Howgate area and reported that there had been the theft of power tools from outbuildings at Leadburn. Another accident had also occurred by the Leadburn junction (minor injuries).
Further traffic calming measures for Howgate were discussed included the possibility of a gateway system as used at Wallyford. The discussion was inconclusive. Councillor Rosie agreed to report that the 30 mph warning system at the entrance to the village was not functioning.
5. Mount Lothian Wind Farm - update: A meeting had been requested by Orbit Communications on behalf of Wind Prospect to be held prior to the Community Council meeting to be attended by representatives of each of the five communities potentially affected. KO’H and CB had attended on behalf of HCC and provided a short account of the meeting.

A number of local objectors had turned up to observe proceedings. The developer initially argued that the meeting was closed but was eventually persuaded to allow the objectors to attend. The meeting consequently transferred to the church.
KO’H and CB reported that Wind Prospect appeared to be taken aback by the arguments and knowledge of the objectors, particularly with regard to Local Plan policy, and had some difficulty in fielding the issues raised.

Sir Robert Clerk had attended (the proposed site being owned by Penicuik Estate) and spoke of the resources necessary to upkeep the estate.
Councillor Rosie commented that it was important that HCC feed back to councillors the views of the local community.

KO’H was of the view that it was unlikely that HCC would want to participate in any community forum (which the developer would wish to see established) but would want to receive copies of any further communications circulated.

6. AGM Review. There was general agreement that the AGM had gone relatively 
smoothly and Ian Johnson’s presentation had been well received. Regarding 
potential new HCC members, KO’H has approached Kirsten Sadler but awaited a 
response. 
7. Website. CB agreed to investigate and recommend changes needed.
8. Standing items

(a) Correspondence – KOH has circulated various emails including:
· Letter received regarding Mont Lothian wind farm.
· Information circulated by Midlothian Council had previously been copied on the HCC members by e-mail.
(b) Planning – AF had investigated the current status of the outstanding Roseview application (where work on the four houses was continuing apace despite the fact that no formal approval has been granted). Kingsley Drinkwater indicated that a decision would be forthcoming shortly. He also indicated that the applicant from Roseview who had lodged an application in 2010 for four holiday chalets nearby was also seeking a formal decision. The suggestion appears to be that the applicant would lodge an appeal with the Review Panel should the application be refused. 
(c) HCC Funds. Presumed to be unchanged. Councillor Rosie will investigate why the level of grants made available to community councils by Midlothian Council is so low.
8. AOB:

AF had attended a meeting of the Midlothian Federation of community councils. The Federation was seeking a contribution of £30 from each community council. It was agreed that the Federation should be asked to invoice HCC.
The subject of professional indemnity insurance had also been discussed at the Federation meeting and was seen as necessary by other community councils. HCC does not at present have such insurance. Councillor Rosie volunteered to find out what arrangements were made by Penicuik Community Council.

9. Date of next meeting: 20 September 2012.
