Howgate Community Council (HCC)
Minutes of Meeting held at Howgate Village Hall

20th June 2013 
Present: Karen O’Hanlon [Chair] (KO’H), Bruce Hobbs (BH), Ian Quigley (IQ), Adrian FitzGerald (AF)
Also in attendance: PC Kenny Eccles, Ellen Leonard (resident)
1. Apologies: None
Preliminary matters: KO’H welcomed BH and IQ, the two new councillors. Councillors introduced themselves for the benefit of Ellen Leonard.

BH wished to declare interests, namely committee memberships of Penicuik Environmental Protection Association (PEPA) and Scientific Alliance (Scotland).

2. Minutes of January meeting: KO’H proposed; AF seconded 
3. Matters arising :
New Community Council Scheme. AF explained the role of the Midlothian Federation of Community Councils and the work that it had undertaken in the preparation of a draft for the new Scheme. This draft would be considered by Midlothian Council on Tuesday 25th June and, if approved, would be distributed for public consultation thereafter. 
Cauldhall Surface Mine. The application is still live but it was noted that the applicant, Scottish Coal, is now in administration. HCC has concern that bonds designed to provide for full re-instatement of workings do not appear to be fully effective. In this respect it was noted that work at Shewington appears to have ceased.

Mount Lothian Wind Farm. It is anticipated that the developer will reapply in the near future, the existing application having been withdrawn.

4. Community Policing Update: PC Eccles reported that 44 crimes were recorded during May in the Penicuik area. Crimes in Howgate included vandalism to a portacabin at Uttershill Castle and a dog attack on sheep at Auchencorth Farm which resulted in 20 sheep killed or having to be humanely destroyed (a charge resulted).
           Police have continued to carry out speed checks in Howgate. Twelve persons have     

           been charged and eight warned.

           Two cars were involved in an accident at Leadburn Junction on 30th May. No-one was  

           Injured. One person charged with careless driving.

5. AGM
It was agreed that the AGM appeared to go smoothly. Fourteen members of the community attended. The presentation by Inspector Dryden was informative and well received.
6. Main Issues Report 
The Council considered the main issues considered to be of interest/concern for Howgate residents.
Tourist Accomodation. With reference to Question 10, HCC is satisfied with current policy in this area. However, it has concerns that Midlothian Council has intimated its intention to grant permission for the erection of five holiday cottages and accompanying units at Roseview, despite the fact that, in the view of HCC, such a development would constitute a significant departure from current policy.
      Renewable energy. HCC shares the view expressed in the Main Issues Report  

      (MIR) that current policy should be continued. However, some confusion is caused by 
      The inclusion in the Report of the statement that the Council is “currently assessing 
      The scope for reviewing the findings of the 2007 [Landscape Capacity] study in the   

      context of current national energy policy.” HCC will seek clarification through its  

      representations on the Report. HCC will argue that some limit has to be placed on the 
      scale of small scale turbine development so that adverse cumulative effects are 
      avoided.

      Minerals. The MIR proposes Cauldhall Moor as a major area of search for opencast 

      coal mining. An application for development of the Cauldhall site has already been 

      submitted to Midlothian Council and is pending. HCC has objected to the application.
      The applicant, Scottish Coal, has subsequently been taken into administration. HCC 

      will reinforce its objections and, in the light ,of Scottish Coal’s demise, will argue that   

      failsafe procedure for securing full restoration costs of any such development site 

      needs to be developed before any application is even considered on other grounds.

      Housing in the countryside. HCC considers that there is a need to review the policy 

      regarding additions to groups of five houses in the countryside. In particular, there 

      seems little justification for allowing additions where the group in question is ‘new 

      build’ (e.g. Roseview).

      Low density rural housing. The rationale for, and concept of, low density rural housing 

      (‘lowland crofting’) is confusing. HCC is of the view that the policy should be 

      abandoned if clearer justification and guidelines cannot be provided.

      Conservation areas. AF wished to highlight the weak policies with regard to 

      conservation areas (of which Howgate is one) currently implemented by Midlothian 

      Council. No enhancement is proposed in the MIR. The programme of conservation 

      area Appraisals introduced some 10 years ago, following criticism by the Scottish 

      Executive, remains unfinished.

      Education. Howgate parents have experienced problems in gaining primary school 

      places for children in the allocated catchment school, on occasions having to appeal. 
      HCC will argue that pupils from small rural communities should be guaranteed a place 
      in the same catchment school.
      Infrastructure. IQ raised particular concerns over the present and proposed 

      infrastructure within Midlothian. Transport links, in particular, are inadequate along    

      the A701 corridor; moreover, this situation is likely to worsen in view of the major 

      committed and potential housing developments proposed for Penicuik and elsewhere 

      along the corridor. HCC has little confidence that proposals being put forward for 

      consideration will solve the problems satisfactorily.
      AF agreed to prepare a draft submission on the MIR for circulation and 

      comment/amendment among councillors

7. Standing items
(a) Correspondence 
Nothing of note
(b) Planning
It was noted that the pre-determination meeting with respect to the Mount Lothian development was cancelled and the application withdrawn.

(c) HCC Funds.
Treasurer not present.
8. AOB . None.
9. Date of next meeting: 19th September.
