Howgate Community Council
Minutes of Meeting held at Howgate Village Hall

21st March 2013 
Present: Karen O’Hanlon [Chair] (KO’H), Graham Young (GY), Kirsten Sadler (KS), Colin Bennett (CB), Adrian FitzGerald (AF)
Also in attendance: PC Derek Frizzel + 4 members of the public 

1. Apologies: Councillor Rosie
2. Minutes of January meeting: KS proposed; GY seconded 
3. Matters arising :
Comments on the draft Community Council Scheme have been submitted to Ken Adam. The Scheme served as a reminder that HCC needs to submit its minutes each month to Midlothian Council.

It has been intimated that Midlothian Council has rearranged insurance on behalf of HCC

4. Community Policing Update: PC Frizzel reported that checks on traffic speed have been carried out in Howgate three times during February and checks will continue. Deer have proved to be a problem, on one occasion colliding with a police vehicle.
Only local crime noted was the removal of a padlock at the waste treatment plant at Sandybank.
5. Community Council Membership
There is a need to promote the merits of HCC and to attract new members. It was noted that Howgate itself has a relatively low population but the community council area is large and significant issues do arise (e.g. Mount Lothian, Cauldhall). A message needs to be relayed to the community that there is a risk that a separate community council may not be sustainable in the long term if members of the public do not come forward to represent the community.
6. Cauldhall Application
AF outlined the relevant planning policies. SPP6, “Opencast Coal”, lays down tests regarding acceptability of any proposal. It also specifically states that areas viewed as potentially acceptable for opencast mining should be specifically identified in local authority development plans. In this respect, Cauldhall is identified in the Lothian Region Structure Plan but not in the 2008 Local Plan.
KS elaborated further on this issue and had noted that Cauldhall had been identified in the earlier Local Plan but was explicitly replaced with a smaller area to the west at Ancrielaw in the 2008 (extant) Local Plan. 
CB had investigated environmental aspects of the proposal including: increase in HGV traffic, the plan to fell an ancient woodland on the site, the impact on air quality and the impact on wildlife, including otters and bats.

The on-line survey had produced mixed responses. Two written submissions of objection have also been received by HCC.

It was agreed that HCC would object to the application. Grounds would be (a) the departure from national planning policy given that the site has not been identified in the Local Plan and (b) the concerns of the local community that had been expressed particularly with respect to environmental issues.
7. Mount Lothian application
AF outlined recent experience with regard to wind farm applications. Applications for wind farms at Auchencorth, Spurlens Rig and Gilston (Fala Moor) have all been refused in view of the potential detrimental impact on the landscape.
KS explained the specific planning policies affecting consideration of the Mount Lothian application. The site falls within what is identified as the “Moorland Fringes” in the Landscape Capacity Study where ‘small/medium’ turbines may be permitted in certain locations. The Study also emphasises that within the area the ‘views from the Pentland and Moorfoot Hills need to be protected’.
The on-line survey conducted by HCC showed a clear majority opposed to the development.

It was agreed that HCC would object to the application. Grounds would be (a) the proposal would represent a significant departure from the guidelines contained in the Landscape Capacity Study, on which Local Plan policy is based, particularly with regard to the height of the proposed turbines (b) the concerns of the local community that had been expressed particularly with regard to the aesthetic impact on the landscape, the proximity to homes, flicker and noise effects, the impact on property valuations, the proposed felling of woodland and the impact on wildlife. There is also a need to seek clarification regarding the proposed linkage to the main grid.
8. Standing items

(a) Correspondence – a letter had been received regarding insurance
Planning – nothing new

Other – Jamie O’Rourke (developer at Roseview) has intimated that he would like to attend the next meeting

HCC funds - £350.75.

9. AOB . KS will speak to Colin McColl (Crystal Radio) regarding attendance at a future meeting (possible invitation to AGM?)
Community council membership issues need to be discussed further at the April meeting.
10. Date of next meeting: 18th April 2013.
