Howgate Community Council
Minutes of Meeting held at Howgate Village Hall

10 October 2012 
Present: Karen O’Hanlon [Chair] (KO’H), Colin Bennett (CB), Graham Young (GY), Adrian FitzGerald (AF)
Also in attendance: Kirsten Sadler (KS), PC Kenny Eccles
1. Apologies: Councillor Rosie
2. Minutes of June meeting: KO’H proposed; CB seconded
3. Matters arising :
Website: CB still reviewing
Fire at stable block, Roseview: now with CID

Additional funding: Midlothian Council will in future pay HCC’s rental charge for use of the hall.

Invoice from Federation of Community Councils still required. Further advice on indemnity insurance required (AF will follow up at forthcoming Federation meeting).
4. Community Policing Update: PC Eccles outlined incidents occurring over previous three months including:

(i) a further collision at Leadburn junction (no injuries)

(ii) fire damage to gates by Auchencorth Farm (GY expressed concern that this is also a gas junction site)
(iii) damage to a signpost at Myerling

(iv) overturned vehicle on A6094 (driver charged)

(v) theft of batteries and cables from a temporary traffic control unit at Leadburn

Speed checks were undertaken in Howagte on three days. A number of drivers have been charged.
It was agreed that the new speed warning system at the north of the village is very effective although cars are still tending to speed up as they proceed through the village. Enquiries will be made as to whether a similar system might be installed on the south side.

GY expressed the view that the 40 mph signs at the Leadburn junction appear to have little effect and wondered whether the markings could be improved. KO’H reported that, in passing recently, former Councillor Wilson had intimated that the Midlothian SNP councillors are still considering the possibility of traffic lights at the junction.
5. Mount Lothian Wind Farm - update: 
The Scoping Report has now been published and the Proposal of Application Notice has been prepared by Wind prospect.

KS reviewed the relevant Local Plan policies and expressed surprise at the apparent confidence of the prospective developer in view of the very significant departures from policy that would be required for approval to be granted.

AF raised the fact that a decision on the Gilston Wind Farm, Fala Moor, was likely in November and this would undoubtedly set a precedent. Like the Mount Lothian proposal, the development would represent a significant departure from Local Plan policy.
6. Scottish Coal proposals (Cauldhall).

KO’H and GY had met with the developers in August. An exhibition had been 
mounted in Howgate at the beginning of October. Presentations had been 
informative and the company was very willing to answer questions.


It was agreed that there will inevitably be concerns expressed, in particular, by 
nearby residents but the record of the developer in keeping disruption to a minimum 
and restoring former workings to agricultural use (e.g. the former Gourlaw Mine) is 
reassuring.

The developer has invited interested parties to view the adjacent previously-worked 
site.
7. Standing items

(a) Correspondence – KOH has circulated various emails including:
· Letter received regarding Mont Lothian wind farm.
· Information circulated by Midlothian Council regarding:
(i) Community Council Short-life Woking Group

(see below)

(ii) National Network for Change and Community

(iii) Community Empowerment and Renewal Bill

(iv) Scottish Voluntary Sector Resilience Seminar

A letter has been received from residents at Milkhall regarding the heavy taxi traffic to and from Wellington School along the Milkhall Road. Taxis heading east are travelling the length of the road on to the A6094 instead of turning left at the school on to the A701. GY confirmed that Milkhall Road is a difficult narrow road and there is evidence of accidents. KO’H will write to the school to raise concerns.
It was suggested that residents should raise the matter with the police is the matter is not resolved.

The Community Council Short-life Working Group reported in September. CB outlined its contents. A fuller discussion will be held in November.

(b) Planning
(i) Land to the SW of Mosshouses. Re-submission of plan for permission in principle for erection of one (or two) dwelling houses

(ii) Howgatemouth. Permission for new house granted with conditions.

(iii) Land to the South of Netherton Cottage. Application for Low Density Rural Housing by Santiago Holdings granted with conditions. HCC had objected.

(iv) Notification received that the application for the Cloich wind farm is being submitted.
8. HCC Funds. Bank balance: £371.
9.  AOB: AF drew attention to a public meeting arranged by PEPA on Thursday 25th October in Howgate Village Hall for discussion of Mount Lothian wind farm proposals. 
10. Date of next meeting: 15 November 2012.
