Howgate Community Council (HCC)
Minutes of Meeting held at Howgate Village Hall

September 17th, 2015
Present: Colin Bennett (CB, Chair), Bruce Hobbs (BH), Ian Quigley (IQ), David Wilson (DW), Graham Young (GY), Adrian FitzGerald (AF)
In attendance: Cllr Rosie, PC Linzie Hogg, Rosie Cowie (Midlothian Council), three members of local community.
1. Apologies: Kirsten Sadler
2. Minutes of June meeting: Proposed by DW, Seconded by GY.(Correct spelling of ‘Rosemay’ noted).


3. Matters arising.

(a) Midlothian Local Development Plan

(i) Proposals for Wellington School and fields to north.

AF reminded the meeting of the concerns expressed at the June meeting and subsequently expressed to Midlothian Council. While there is a case for limited development on both sites, HCC can see no case for the scale of development proposed. In particular, HCC objects to the proposal to extend the Wellington development onto open fields to the north of Wellington School. Main concerns for the proposed development of 50-60 houses on the Pomathorn Mill site relate to the additional traffic that would result. The stretch of Pomathorn Road running from the site into Penicuik, which would be extensively used by propective residents, is narrow and winding.
AF also expressed concerns that the consultation process currently adopted by Midlothian Council does not appear to give fair consideration to all proposals. The two housing proposals discussed, at Wellington and Pomathorn Mill, for example, were not contained in the Main Issues Report and appear for the first time in the Proposed Local Development Plan (PLDP). Whilst an opportunity has been given to the community to comment on the PLDP, the Council states that the PLDP already ‘represents the Council’s settled view as to what the final adopted content of the plan should be’ (Midlothian Council website). Cllr Rosie will seek clarification on the procedures.
(ii) IQ reminded the meeting that, as discussed at the June meeting, there is likely to be significant capacity for development on the former Rosslynlee Hospital site. This site does not appear to have been considered.
(iii) SESplan Main Report

BH summarised discussions held at a consultation event held at the Dalkeith Arts Centre on 18 August and where there had been scepticism expressed over the structure and usefulness of the development planning process.

The SESplan had also been an item discussed by the Federation at its meeting on 16th September. AF had queried why there were no plans for any transport initiatives proposed for the heavily-used A701 whilst there are proposals for tram extensions to areas such as Granton, Musselburgh and Dalkeith.

Cllr Rosie informed the meeting that there are proposals in the Local Plan for a realignment of the A701. Rosie Cowie had received a copy of queries and concerns raised elsewhere in Midlothian and the author is happy that it be circulated for information.
Howgate Neighbourhood Plan.   Rosie Cowie had circulated an updated version of the Plan and asked for any further comments. AF suggested two small, specific changes, notably that the ‘Howgate Restaurant’ is not described as replacing the former ‘Howgate Inn’ and that The Kirk be included as a Lead Group for the development of the Glebe, as shown in the Action Plan. DW offered to give the document a final proof read.
It was widely agreed that the need for further traffic calming through the village emerges as a key concern. A wide ranging discussion concluded that further action is needed and should be sought. Cllr Rosie will try to arrange for Dave Kenny from Midlothian Council to meet with HCC.
4. Police Report
PC Hogg presented the August Report for Howgate.  Incidents of note included several vehicle collisions with animals (no injuries, no offences), a vehicle break-in at Springfield Farm and a housebreaking attempt at Springfield Farm Road (no items taken).

AF reported a hoax call received on Monday 14th September from caller purporting to be police. It was suggested that a complaint had been received regarding a complaint of noise and a visit from Penicuik Police could be expected within 40 minutes. No visit was made and police later confirmed that no complaints had been lodged.
GY reported that he had noted damage being caused to the roof at Wellington School.

Potential traffic calming measures were discussed further. It was suggested that further speed checks should be held at busiest times i.e. 6.30 – 8.00 am and 5-6 pm.

5. Standing items.
(a) Correspondence. None.

(b) Planning. BH reported that the turbines for Springfield had been refused. The status of the Rosemay turbine application is unknown. BH suggested that Cllr Rosie might consider calling-in the application if an intention to approve is indicated by planning officials.
(c) HCC Funds. £808.59. AF had noted from discussions at the Federation meeting that community councils should be renewing their grant applications.
Cllr Rosie reminded HCC that some additional, if limited, grants are also available to community councils for special projects outwith normal running costs. Rosie Cowie suggested that a case could be made for funding of a traffic feasibility study.

The Village Hall Association should also be alerted to the fact that grants may be available for certain projects.

6. AOCB

IQ reported that there appeared to be a mix-up in the latest Town Crier distribution. He was assured that this was a one-off ‘glitch’.
7. Date of next meeting. 15th October.

