








Howgate Community Council - Minutes


18 January 2018





Present: 	Bruce Hobbs (BH, Chair), David Wilson (DW), Graham Young (GY), Ian King (IK), James Garry (JG, Secretary)





In attendance: PC Helen Mason, Cllr. Debbie McCall, Stephen Beaumont 





1.	     Apologies: Colin Bennett (CB), Ian Quigley (IQ)





2.	Minutes of last meeting: Proposed: BH; Seconded: IK





3. 	Matters Arising: (These items were taken after the Policing Report)





(a)	Midlothian Local Development Plan (MLDP)





DW attended the latest meeting of the Midlothian Federation of Community Councils on 17 January 2018 and received Howgate CC’s hard copy of the MLDP.





The MLDP was not discussed in detail at the Federation meeting.  However, DW reported that many of the attending community councils are clearly frustrated by their difficulty in effectively engaging with Midlothian Council on issues of importance to them.





Particular areas of ongoing concern, where there may be opportunity of building common cause between Howgate and other community councils include: traffic issues, road maintenance and speeding, fly-tipping, public transport and elderly care.





DW is happy to represent Howgate at future Federation meetings and will report back on proceedings and opportunities for joint action.





ACTION: DW


 


(b)	Traffic/Speeding issues ((Email from David Sharp previously circulated and copy again attached)





An email was circulated before the meeting from David Sharp concerning traffic counting in Howgate. Midlothian Council has started using automatic traffic counters in Howgate. It was seen as positive that some action was being taken to collect current traffic data.  But it was noted that the data gathered so far is too limited and too caveated to indicate anything reliable about current traffic speeds. No speed reduction is evident to residents.





More details of the nature, location and results of the counters are requested for the next meeting of the community council  as is clarification of the reference to ‘Community Speedwatch’.





ACTION: CB








Other outstanding traffic related items, including the still incomplete road markings were not discussed due to CB absence.





ACTION: CB





(c) 	New Constitution Requirements – update





No update available.





(d) 	Council Budget (Letter From Midlothian Council to Midlothian 


Federation of Community Councils previously circulated and again attached)





A response from Midlothian Council to the Midlothian Federation of Community Councils in respect of the Federation’s recent budget consultation response was briefly discussed.  The council’s response is in classic ‘officer speak’ and seems inappropriate to the gravity of the budget situation facing Midlothian citizens.





Members asked Cllr. Debbie McCall to bring Howgate Community Council’s budget and local issues to the attention of the SNP Group.





 ACTION:  DEBBIE MCCALL





  (e) 	Other





Cllr. Debbie McCall clarified that the current bin on Howgate Green was re-located to that location following a previous request to relocate it there from its original location nearer to the village hall.  No further details available.





Cllr. Debbie McCall was again asked to clarify Tommy Goldie’s role, in general, and with respect to Howgate Community Council.  She noted that he attends Penicuik Community Council.








 ACTION:  DEBBIE MCCALL





  


4. 	Community Policing Report (This item was taken before matters arising) (Police Report Previously Circulated and again Attached)





PC Mason outlined one incidents of note in the Howgate.  Members comments on the very positive resolution rate for crimes in the Penicuik area.





‘Gypsy’ caravans have disappeared on Milk Hall road.  





5. Standing Items





Correspondence





None





Planning





JG reports no planning of consequence for us.





HCC Funds





Balance is £1004.59.   It was reported that £62.50 has been received from the Federation of Community Councils and needs to be paid in. £150.00 room rental will be due shortly.





It was reported at our last meeting that £400 has been reimbursed for our contribution towards the defibrillator.   GY still needs a note to that effect and Susan Gracie is to provide same. 							


ACTION: IK





AOB





Proposed Footpath (Draft footpath proposals previously circulated and again attached)





A draft proposal for a new footpath from Howgate village was briefly discussed.  Members acknowledged that the village is not well served with safe, attractive amenity paths. 





However, members were concerned that this proposal had been worked up without any discussion with the Howgate community: especially residents near the proposed access points. Issues of disturbance, privacy and safely were raised.





This proposal will be discussed at the next meeting of Howgate Community Council or a separate meeting will be convened to discuss it.  In either case, all residents will receive prior notification of the meeting and a copy of the proposal.





ACTION: CB








By-Election





It was noted that due to the recent death of Cllr Adam Montgomery as by-election will be held shortly in the Penicuik Ward





HVHA Gin Tasting





IK brought the forthcoming HVHA Gin Tasting fundraiser to the attention of the meeting.  Ticket sales are poorer than anticipated.  JG questioned the pricing of the event.





ACTION: IK





























