
 

 

HOWGATE VILLAGE HALL ASSOCIATION 
 

COMMITTEE MEETING  
 

20 June 2016 @ 19:30pm  
 

 
In attendance: Sue Gracie, Rosemary Marwick, Alan Burnett, Tom Schofield , Irene McConnell, Kath, 

Stephen Beaumont, James Garry, Sarah Waddell 

 

1. Apologies  

Sheena, Pat, Karen, Shirley, Pauli 

 

2. Minutes of previous meeting  were approved as accurate. 

 

3. Matters arising 

- Portacabins – Update 

All agreed that Tony has done a fantastic job. 

-  Discussion took place about whether there should be an electricity supply into the portacabin.  

It was suggested that a battery operated light may be sufficient. 

Concerns were raised about whether planning permission would be required for the portacabin 

(with or without electricity supply) 

   

 

  Action: Tom to find out what the regulations are re planning permission & whether we 

need to apply for retrospective permission or not. 

 

- Caretaker role. Tony has accepted the Caretaker role.  Shirley is to be his one point of 

contact for the committee.  

- Discussion took place about how oil levels are to be monitored 

- Rosemary has drawn up instructions for opening /closing hall for hall users. (key holders 

were given a copy) 

 

 

Action:  Shirley to ask Tony if he would be happy to take on monitoring of oil levels & 

to order as required. 

Pauli to confirm when oil was last ordered. 

   

 

  Repair to the wall in the hallway at the bottom of the stairs - it was agreed that HVHA would  

  pay for the repair (approx. £1400 + VAT) 

 



 

 

- Funding for kitchen refurb – Sarah advised that IKEA funding not an option for now as they 

are focusing on support for children’s charities.  Could consider again in the future and keep 

an eye out for other funding options. 

- It was suggested that the items on the bonfire should be secured for safety reasons 

 

  

               Action:  Tom & Alan to investigate bonfire and secure accordingly 

 

4. Treasurer’s report - Alan confirmed the current balance of £xxxx 

 

5. Hall report –  

Shirley not present 

Work still on going with repair of damp wall. 

Various bits of equipment have been emptied out of hall cupboard – Carpet bowls & Camera  

could be sold. 

 

Action: Sue to put Carpet bowls on Gumtree 

Irene to investigate the best way to sell the camera. 

 

 Repairs and maintenance   

                    No new information      

 

 

 

6. Neighbourhood plan/recreational space update  

Damaged tree at the bottom of the Glebe is Kirk responsibility.  Concerns were raised about 

whether tree should be removed or not and whether permission from the council is required – 

does this part of the Glebe fall within boundaries of conservation area? 

 

Action: Rosemary to pick up with the Kirk  

Irene to put a laminated sign on the tree advising that rope swing should not be used & 

tree not to be climbed on 

Tom to remove rope swing 

 

Irene advised that she has several logs in her garden that she could donate to the recreational 

space to be use for seating etc. 

 

Action: Irene to pick this up with Karen 

 

7. Date of next meeting – 29 August 2016.  AGM to be held 6
th
 October 2016 

 

8. AOB  



 

 

James asked whether HVHA would supply funding for wooden stakes for potential new trees in 

the Village Green at Tipperwell Way as they had previously done. 

 

Stephen raised concerns about the Goat Willow Tree on the Village Green at Tipperwell way as 

some of the larger branches may be at risk of breaking off.  It was agreed that this would be an 

issue for Residents Committee at Tipperwell Way. Children in the village to be advised not to 

climb on the tree until this is investigated. 

 

Stephen offered to fill the tubs at the front of the hall with some perennials.  It was agreed that 

this would be a good idea. 

 

HCC had offered a donation of £70 towards renovation of outside Hall noticeboard.  It was 

agreed that this would be gratefully received and that Tony could be asked to take this on as 

part of his Caretaker role. 

 

HCC had asked whether the £150 per year hall hire fees were correct.  This was confirmed as 

correct. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


