Howgate Community Council (HCC)
Minutes of Meeting held at Howgate Village Hall

June 18, 2015
Present: Bruce Hobbs (BH, Chairing), Ian Quigley (IQ), David Wilson (DW), Graham Young (GY), Adrian FitzGerald (AF)
In attendance: Cllr Rosie, PC Helen Mason, PC Lindsay Hogg, Rosie Cowie (Midlothian Council), four members of local community.
1. Apologies: Colin Bennett, Kirsten Sadler
2. Minutes of April meeting: Proposed by DW, Seconded by BH.


3. PC Mason was invited to present the Police Report ahead of ‘Matters Arising’.
No crimes reported in the Howgate area during the month of May. Three vehicle accidents: one fatal accident on road to Rosewell; minor injuries incurred in an accident on the Leadburn to Howgate road; further accident on 9 May on Peebles Road.

Jane Tallents (Milkhall) inquired as to whether anti-speeding measures might be considered for the Milkhall Road. PC Mason indicted that such measures are usually only considered if there is evidence of significant problems. Cllr. Rosie suggested that a possible solution might be warning signs. He will investigate.
4. Matters arising.

(a) Midlothian Local Development Plan

(i) Proposals for Wellington School and fields to north.

Local residents were invited to comment. There was agreed to be a case for limited housing development on the brownfield Wellington site but grave concerns over suggestions that development might be extended to the field to the north, currently identified for low density rural housing (maximum 2 houses). It was noted that the agricultural quality of these fields had deteriorated in recent years as a result of poor management. GY argued that development should also be opposed on the greenfield element of the School site (former playing fields).
AF agreed to draft an objection on behalf of the community which would conclude that HCC agrees to limited development on the brownfield site at Wellington but is opposed to further development on the former playing fields and the fields to the north of the school site.

Rosie Cowie indicated that her colleagues in Planning would welcome the views of the local community.

(ii) Proposals for development on Pomathorn Mill site

AF explained that proposals for a housing development on the site had been proposed by Cala Homes in response to the Major Issues Report. There are currently seven businesses operating from the site, the largest being Freight Express. A significant concern is the additional traffic that would be generated from a development of 50/60 homes and which would be using the winding portion of Pomathorn Road down to Penicuik. Shops and schools would be some distance from the site.
IQ suggested that is difficult to totally oppose potential development on an available brownfield site but he shared concerns regarding additional traffic on Pomathorn Road.

AF agreed to draft a submission to the Council.

(iii) IQ inquired as to whether development was being proposed for the Rosslynlee Hospital site. Cllr. Rosie will investigate.
(iv) Other planning matter. DW wondered whether re-instatement of peat had been included in the conditions for the Springfield peat farm. To be investigated.

(b) Springfield Farm wind turbines. HCC has written to Midlothian Council to convey the concerns of local residents.

(c) Rosmay wind turbines. An extension to the previous application had been requested. It was noted that the location is in an area identified in the 2014 Local Capacity Study as being unsuitable for turbines of any height. IQ suggested that these would represent grounds for objection. BH will draft an objection.
(d) Howgate Neighbourhood Plan.   Rosie Cowie had circulated a draft prior to the meeting and asked for any comments. AF suggested that some of the terminology used was confusing, particularly in the section relating to deprivation. He also observed that a population of 890 in a community of 395 houses appeared quite low, suggesting a significant number of single households. BH and DW observed that traffic calming emerged as a very significant factor in the survey of issues.

IQ commented on the usefulness of slow down signage highlighting, in particular, the effectiveness of the signs at Eddleston. 

The problems at the Leadburn junction were again discussed. Cllr. Rosie indicated that he hoped that the Borders Council would work with Midlothian Council to consider future improvements.

Cllr. Rosie explained that the next stage would be for the draft to be administered by Planning and amendments made. It was agreed that HCC should pick up on the final conclusions and help to steer any suggestions/improvements needed.
5. Standing items.
(a) Correspondence. None.

(b) Planning. BH had noted an application for modification of a Section 75 agreement so that land could be released at Gray Brae Farm, Leadburn for possible holiday homes.
(c) HCC Funds. £808.59

6. Date of next meeting. 17th September.
